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Climb %zzgﬁ; Climb Far... Your aim the stars...

Commencement: noun [kuh-mens-muhnt]

an act, instance or time of starting and beginning.

So let’s go back to where all great stories start...the beginning. ..

Who can forget when you first walked through the gates of kinder-
garten for the first time - anxious young students nervously clutch-
ing your proud parents’ hands? How can we not remember the first
time you read, wrote or memorized your multiplication table? Can
anyone forget the first test and the panic attacks that came with it,
Sports Day, award, performance, presentation, failure, and triumph?

What commencements those were...ones that marked the sza7¢ of won-
derful things to come. We watched you grow from uncertain kinder-
garteners to rebellious and adventurous teenagers only to become
fine young men and women each with an assertive presence. It was
the szart of an intense journey of change, self-discovery and devel-
opment, one where you remained steadfast, motivated and deter-
mined. With each day you faced some incredible and memorable
moments - stepping stones that you used to pursue common goals.

The outcome of this long journey is the Graduating Class of 2012.

We are so proud of the success that you have made with the oppor-
tunities you had. Our humble gifts to you are our wishes that your
future ahead continues to be characterized by compassion, objectiv-
ity, independence, and audacity...that you continue to lead by exam-
ple and work conscientiously...that your successes be many and your
tribulations be few.

Our biggest gift, however, is our belief in you... you who will always
be our accomplishments, our rewards and our pride.

With today’s ceremony, we celebrate another milestone, another co-
mencement. .. the rest of your lives.

Climb bigh; climb far; your goal the sky; your aim the stars.
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Order of g)roceedings

Entry of the Dignitaries
to the Music for the Royal Fireworks by Georg Friedrich Handel

Procession of the Class of 2012
The Graduates enter to the March Triumphante from Aida

UAE National Anthem

Reading from the Holy Koran
Abdalla Al Shirawi (Al Mawakeb School - Al Barsha Campus)

AMSPI’s Principals’ Address

Presentation of the “AMSI Leadership Award”
Introduced by Ahmad BinThaneya
(Al Mawakeb School - Al Barsha Campus)

Graduates’ Address Delivered by:
In Arabic, Fatima Galadari (Al Mawakeb School - Al Barsha Campus)
In French, Jason Hanna (Al Mawakeb School - Al Garhoud Campus)
In English, Amira Yousfi (The International School of Arts & Sciences)

Academia Management Solutions International - AMSI’s Address
Presentation of the Diplomas
Photographs with the Dignitaries

The Graduates exit to the Ode fo Joy from Symphony Number 9
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Class af 2072 - Al Wamafw& Al ﬁar]zom] Campus

Abdelrahman Abdel Salam, 12B

Abdul Wahab ElAtab

Dit Daye, 12B

Ahmad Hotait, 12E
Ahmad Istatich, 12E
Ahmad Mahmood, 12B
Ahmad Molham Maki, 12D
Ahmad Salloum, 12E
Ahmed AlMubhairi, 12D
Aishat Alkhasova, 12C
Alexi Touma, 12B

Alia Fakha, 12C

Alia Hammouri, 12C
Alma Abou Saad, 12F
Alyaa El Zeiny, 12F
Amer AbuAlwan, 12B
Amineh Kaddoura, 12F
Amir Al Maaz, 12E
Amro Fathelbab, 12B
Anahita Fereidouni, 12F
Anass Koleilat, 12B
Andrew Dous, 12D
Aseel Marie, 12F

Aseel AbdulRahman, 12C
Asma Al Balooshi, 12A
Aya AlBastaki, 12A
Aya El Habbal, 12C
Aya Shihada, 12C

Bader El Khoury, 12B

Bassel Feghali, 12D
Bouchra Kadik, 12C

Dana Abou Ghazale, 12A

Dana Alansari, 12F
Dana Meera Suhaili, 12F
Dima Saleh, 12A

Elias Bechara, 12E
Elie Haykal, 12E

Eliot ElZein, 12B
Enas AlShar', 12C
Essa Alhaj, 12D

Essa AlZarooni, 12E
Fadi Abdul Aziz, 12B
Fady Riad, 12E

Fatma Abulhoul, 12F
Fatma Ahli, 12A

Guy Bou Assi, 12B
Hadeel Al Najjar, 12A
Hadeel AlJu'beh, 12C
Hala Chekkath, 12C
Hala Hayek, 12C
Hana Ezzat, 12C

Hani Fayed, 12D
Hasan Ataya, 12E
Hasan Salim, 12D
Heba Hagazi, 12A
Hoor AlJaziri, 12A

Isis Dana Kanakri, 12F
Ismail Sahyouni, 12B
Israa Husain, 12A

Jad Habib, 12D
Jamal Alshanableh, 12E
Jasmine Ayesh, 12C
Jason Hanna, 12B
Jawaher Al Abdouli, 12F
Jawaher Alraessi, 12A
Jiana Joudeh, 12A
Joseph Ayoub, 12E
Joya El Ghaoui, 12C
Kamal Nakouzi, 12B
Karam Tay, 12E
Karen Madi, 12F
Karim Zieneddin, 12D
Lara Fatho, 12A

Leen Saffarini, 12C
Leticia Mhawej, 12F
Lin AlTal, 12F

Lojin Deghstani, 12C

Lory Bedirian, 12C

Louae Abd El Salam, 12D
Lutchiana Tawil, 12A
Maher AbuAlwan, 12B
Majd Roufail, 12D

Malak Iskandar, 12A
Malek Al Sughyyr, 12E
Marah Al Assadi, 12C
Marawan Dessouki, 12E
Mariam Gabuniia, 12C
Mariam Nasser, 12C
Marwa Harmoozi, 12F
Maryam Yousefi, 12F
Maryam Youssef Rizkalla, 12F
Masarra Khalifa, 12A

Mhd Fadi Al Khamach, 12E
Mohamad Nour Daouk, 12B
Mohamed Diwan, 12E
Mohammad El Charif, 12B
Mohammad Alali, 12D
Muhanad Alashtar, 12D
Nada Khraich, 12C

Nadine El-Tayech, 12A
Nadine Nasser, 12A
Nermin Al-Masti, 12A
Nivin Oneisse, 12C

Noora AlAbdooli, 12F
Nour El Kassir, 12F

Nour Nasrallah, 12A
Nour Noran, 12F

Nouran Saad, 12C

Odai Abdelqader, 12D
Omar Abdul-Rahman, 12B
Omar Alhaj, 12D

Omar Rabie, 12D

Omar Imad, 12E

Qamar Akila, 12C

Ra'ad Jandali, 12B

Rami Baddar, 12B

Rami Adas, 12B

Rami Musallam, 12E
Randa Khair, 12C

Rania Karrit, 12F

Rayan Moubarak, 12A
Ruby AlAllawi, 12F

Saba Al-Dulaimi, 12F

Saba Kazemi, 12F

Sabri Al Otaibi, 12E

Saif Al-Waeli, 12B

Salah Elsayed Issa, 12D
Salar Mohammed, 12B
Salem Almubhairi, 12D
Sara Alsakka-Amini, 12F
Sarah Doei, 12F
Sarah Vakili Bijar, 12A
Sarah Elsawah, 12C
Sarah Goucem, 12C
Sarmad AbdulHussein, 12E
Seevin Ahmad, 12D
Shaden Rushdi
Mohamed, 12F
Sherif Soltan, 12D
Sogol Jalali, 12C
Talal Odeh Issa, 12B
Varak Kazanji, 12B
Wassim Boumar, 12E
Yousef Abu Shawish, 12B
Zain Khufash, 12C
Zeena Abou ElNaja, 12F
Ziad Khawaja, 12D
Ziad Hamdein, 12D




Class of 2072 - Al Wamake& Al Barsha Campus

Abdalla Al Shirawi, 12E

Abdel Rahman Hirzalla, 12E
Abdul Kader Moukadem, 12B

Abdulaziz Albannai, 12E
Abdulla Alyousuf, 12E
Abdulla Sharafi, 12E
Abdullah Al Zamel, 12B
Abdulrahman Al Zaabi, 12E

Abdulrahman Bin Kalban, 12E

Abdulrehman Kazim, 12B
Afra AlSaeed, 12C
Ahmad Bin Thaneya, 12E
Ahmad Darwish, 12B
Ahmad Linjawi, 12B
Ahmed AlMuhairbi, 12E
Ahmed Rahmy, 12B

Al Yazia Alkamda, 12A
Alaa Alsayegh, 12C

Alaa Anbari, 12D

Ali Al Bagali, 12D

Ali Al Rahma, 12E

Alia Hareb, 12C

Amal Awad, 12C

Amir Khashayar Azami, 12D

Amir Ranjbar, 12D
Ammar Anbari, 12D
Amr Mukaddam, 12D
Angela Samim, 12A
Anita Nejat, 12F
Aryan Nabakhteh, 12D
Asia Mohammad, 12A
Asma Galadari, 12C
Ayah Atassi, 12C
Babel Abdulrahim, 12B
Bader Al Hashimi, 12B
Bader Alansari, 12E
Badr Saad, 12B

Carla Rizk, 12F
Chorouk Al Saadi, 12F
Dana Kachlan, 12A
Dana AlFahim, 12F
Dana El-Ammar, 12C
Diana Al Kaddah, 12A
Dorsa Khazaei, 12F
Erhama Almuhairbi, 12B
Essa Galadari, 12E
Farah Al Ashi, 12A
Farah El Sayegh, 12C
Farah Younes, 12F
Fares Al Ansari, 12E

Farida Abdulaziz, 12A
Faris Almazroui, 12E
Fatemeh Khademi, 12A
Fatima Galadari, 12C
Fernanda Stein, 12F
Fouad Diab Maalouf, 12B
George Bandak, 12D
Hamda Alsumaiti, 12F
Hamdan Sajwani, 12E
Hana Massoud, 12A
Hareem Mir, 12A

Haya Al Amour, 12C
Haya Alkhatib, 12C
Haya Dygili, 12F

Hayaa Chenaf, 12C
Hayla Ghazal, 12A
Hedieh Miran, 12F
Hesham Hussein, 12B
Hessa AlJanahi, 12F
Hiba AbuGhazaleh, 12F
Hoda Ahmed, 12A
Hussam Hussein, 12B
Issa Haddad, 12B

Jad Abdul Samad, 12D
Jad Boukli Hasan, 12E
Jad Younes, 12D
Kareem Ghanam, 12D
Karen Al-Sabbagh, 12C
Kasra Vafaey, 12D
Katherine Saado, 12A
Khalifa AlHammadi, 12B
Kiarash Naderi, 12D
Laith Al Qasem, 12E
Layal Seifan, 12F
Loulia Al Midani, 12C
Luma Kudsi, 12F
Mahtab Madani, 12C
Maitha AlHashmi, 12F
Mandana Badr, 12A
Manoel Farhad, 12D
Marjan Mirkabiri, 12A
Marwa Rajab, 12C
Maryam Abdulla, 12C
Mi Cah Lee, 12D

Mia Alneaimi, 12F
Milad Salehabady, 12D
Mira AlFardan, 12F
Mira AlMazrooei, 12A
Mohamad Al Syoufi, 12B
Mohamed Shahin, 12B

Mohammad Javad Maleki, 12D Sarah Makki, 12F

Mohammad Seddiqi, 12E
Mohammad Taghi

Tohidi Tehrani, 12D
Mohammed Al Daigami, 12B

Mohammed Al Fattan, 12E
Mohammed AlHashimi, 12B

Mohammed Almaimani, 12B
Mohammed Al Dowah Ji, 12B

Motahhareh

Hajighadiravandi, 12F

Muna Abdulrahim, 12C
Munther Farraj, 12B
Nadeen Al Alami, 12C
Nadine Ahmed Zaki, 12A
Nahed Kahoort, 12C
Najeeb Alkhayyat, 12E
Naseem Alansari, 12A
Negar Tavakoli, 12F
Noor Al Jalam, 12F
Noot Alyousuf, 12C
Omar Saleh, 12B
Omar Khaireddin, 12D
Omar Shaar, 12E

Omar Shalaby, 12D
Ozan Tokdemir, 12D
Parmida Eslami, 12A
Parsa Mortazavi, 12D
Pooya Khosh Namak, 12D
Qamar Tahboub, 12C
Qusay Manfalouti, 12D
Raidan Shumelah, 12B
Rana Ahmed, 12C
Rana Kasem, 12F
Rashed Falaknaz, 12E
Rashed Rawashdeh, 12E
Rawdha Alredha, 12C
Razan Masad, 12A
Reem Abdulgader, 12C
Reem AlZaabi, 12F
Reem Khayat, 12F
Reem Sabry, 12F

Saeed Alfahim, 12E
Saif Hadi, 12E

Salwa Al Khudairi, 12F
Sandra Naguib, 12A
Sandrela Abdulla, 12F
Sandrella Hamdan, 12A
Sara Edris, 12F

Sara Sanati, 12A

Sarah Mohammed, 12A
Sarvenaz Besarati, 12F
Sayed Mahyar

Momen Vaghefi, 12D
Seif Shalaby, 12B
Shayan Shafiei, 12D
Sogand Mozaffari, 12A
Sohrab Eskandari, 12D
Soliman Drebi, 12B
Soroosh Khedri, 12D
Soufia Shair, 12A
Suha Alkhatib, 12C
Suhaib Alkhoori, 12E
Sultan Belshelat, 12E
Tasnim Almutawa, 12C
Tina Dahdal, 12C
Wanying Zahang, 12A
Wasan AlHashimi, 12F
Wissam Aoun, 12B
Yasmine AlSawalhi, 12C
Zaina Al Deessi, 12A
Zainab Ezzeddine, 12A
Zeina Moubark, 12C




Class of 2072 - Al Mawakeb School

ﬁrade 724 - I ﬁarfmw]

gma’e 720 -l ﬁar]wzu]

We apologize if we have missed anyone.



Class of 20712- Al Mawakeb School

graa]e 72C - A gar/zomf

grazle 720 - Al (ghrﬁam]

We apologize if we have missed anyone.



Class of 2072 - Al Mawakeb School

grade 72€ - A gar/wm]

Grade 12 F -l Garhoud

We apologize if we have missed anyone.



Class af 20712 - Al Mawakeb School

grade 72 - Al Barsha

gthe 720 - Al Barsha

We apologize if we have missed anyone.



Class of 2072 - Al Mawakeb School

ﬁmde 72C - Al Barsha

g}ade 72D - Al Barsha

We apologize if we have missed anyone.



Class af 20712 - Al Mawakeb School

graa’e 72€ - Al Barsha

Grade 72 F - Al Barsha




Al Mawakeb School... a special home for 74 years...

14 years ago, we entered the gates of Al Mawakeb School for the first
time. Our innocent eyes filled with tears and our little hands nervously
clutched our parents’. Today after 14 years, those same eyes are still filled
with tears, but this time they are tears of bitter sweet happiness...bitter
because we know that this is where we part ways...sweet because we can
finally taste the fruit of our labor. And those little hands, well they now-
proudly carry our graduation certificates. It has been a long journey that
passed so quickly. We will graduate but we will be carrying all the mem-
ories created within the warm walls of our second home, Al Mawakeb
School.

Lq;'rls K-12 Al gar/wua7

Standing (1st row) - L to R:

Jawaher AlAbdouli, Dima Saleh, Zeena Abou ElNaja, Karen Madi, Ms. Nada Halaby,
Hoor Al Jaziri, Fatma Abulhoul, Asma AlBalooshi, Sarah Bijar, Dana Abou Ghazale,

Aya AlBastaki

Standing (2nd row) - L to R:

Mariam Nasser, Heba Hegazi, Nermin Al-Masri

Standing (3rd row) - L to R:

Jasmine Ayesh, Alia Fakha, Hala Chekkath, Lin AlTal, Sara AlSakka-Amini, Nivin Oneisse,
Nour Nasrallah, Malak Iskandar, Masarra Khalifa, Joya El Ghaoui



s
“. Py :‘ v e * w j
cer (A O i C:)/ﬁj..u' C/mﬁby

o oall Lgb 50l hlas Mol agie 55 i & 3 5he o)l Sia pglicam (S pall 2L gl
c;.u;w;’ﬁgmﬁa,)qu&Muﬁau;gﬁi‘;myp@y&gp
il Ll yand Biala §puly cpaandl Gy 3l Lipgall agSlse (5 42335
Sl e luaall S5
\,sg_;ijswjug_w‘Lm@;ﬁ;‘s‘uﬁ‘{g&@agwl@mmqﬂmj
Oseanis qoall Jelall aShsay Lead opmats Blaall 5 Bagas La e I o saisns Ll
sl Mac s dulyo

'Boys K-12, Al gar/wmz’

Standing (1st row) - L to R:

Maher AbuAlwan, Ahmed AlMuhairi, Essa AlHaj, Ms. Nada Halaby,
Salem AlMubhairi

Standing (2nd row) - L to R:

Sabri Al Otabi, Ziad Khawaja, Alexi Touma, Sherif Soltan

Standing (3rd row) - L to R:

Hasan Ataya, Ahmad Mahmood, Mohamad El Charif, Amer AbuAlwan,
Hani Fayed, Joseph Ayoub, Ahmad Hotait, Varak Kazanji,

Essa AlZarooni, Anass Koleilat, Abdelrahman Abdelsalam



Al Mawakeb School... a special home for 74 years...

14 years ago, our parents escorted us into the school where we all
attempted to hold back our tears and anxiety from going into a new place.
As agitated as we were, in no time at all, an overwhelming exhilaration
took over...feelings of security, belonging and growth that spanned 14
wonderful years.

We experienced an intense journey of change, self-discovery and develop-
ment. Together, we grew from inquisitive children to independent and
learned teenagers with a strong voice and presence. We remember our first
days and the anxiety that overwhelmed us. As the years flew by, however,
the worry subsided only to be replaced with an unprecedented excitement
that inspires us to follow the path that our school paved for us.

People often define school as an institute for learning and growth, but to
us who have spent 14 years here, such a definition is too bland and
unworthy. When most students go about their lives moving from one
school to another, Al Mawakeb sheltered and embraced us. It has
become an integral part of our lives and has hosted memories that make
us who we are today.

As we walk down the hallways bubbling with student life, we realize how much we will miss the place
that we have come to call home. We are now a family that started 14 years ago when we all walked

through the school doors
together for the very first
time. Our family grew big-
ger and stronger every
time we welcomed and
embraced a new student
or teacher to our home.
Today, our family is com-
plete and although each of
us is ready to part ways,
we will never be truly
apart, for the memories
that live within us will for-
ever keep us bonded.

‘91715 K-12, Al Barsha

Kneeling - L to Rt: Mahtab Al Midani, Haya Al Khatib, Haya Al Amour,
Dana Al Ammar, Karen Al Sabbagh.

Sitting - L. to R: Noor Al Yousef, Hana Massoud, Maryam Al Mazrooei,
Suha Al Khatib.

Standing (1st row) - L to R: Rodha Al Redha, Asma Galadari,

Tasnim Al Mutawa, Mia Al Nuaimi, Cindrella Mubarak, Nadine Zaki,

Alaa Al Sayegh, Nahed Kahoor, Hamda Al Sumaiti.

Standing (2nd row) - L to R: Reem Abdulqader, Katherine Saado,

Sogand Mozaffari, Zeina Al Deesi, Hiba Abou Ghazale, Ms. Grace Chammas,
Qamar Tahboub, Muna Abdelrahim.
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Boys K-12, Al Barsha I Standing (1st row) - L to R:

Mrs. Grace Chammas,
Najeeb Alkhayyat,
Essa Galadari,
Ahmad Bin Thaneya,
Mohammad AlFattan,
Abdullah Sharafi
Standing (2nd row) - L to R:
Bader Al Hashimi,
George Bandak,

Fares AlMazroueli,
Sultan Belshalat,
Abdulaziz AlBannai
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Class of 2072 - ISAS

gmcle 724 - ISAS

Lqmc]e 72D - ISAS

We apologize if we have missed anyone.




Class of 2072 - ISAS

Abdulla Farea, 12A MohamedSoltane Yousifi, 12A
Abdulrahman Diab, 12A Mohammad AlNimer, 12A
Ahmad Dalmook, 12A Mohammed AlNasser, 12B
Ali MahmooddJuboori, 12A Mouza AlMehairi, 12B

Amir Shamasbi, 12B Najad Sulaiman, 12B

Amira Yousifi, 12B Raymond Sukrieh, 12B

Arpi Barbarian, 12A Reem Moghrabi, 12A

Ayesha Alali, 12A Saif Alfalasi, 12B

Cynthia Chouery, 12A Samir Boueiri, 12A

Diana Yousef, 12A Sarah BinGhalita, 12B

Elie Watfeh, 12B Sayar AlAttar, 12B

Fares Barakat, 12A ShirinElisabeth Nahed, 12A
Fathi Skaik, 12A TaisAdela IskenderovBonilla, 12B
Fatima AlMehairi, 12B Tariq AlDajani, 12B

Joelle Chammas, 12A TarigAlamin Baldwin, 12B
Joseph Akiki, 12B ThaliaGrace Trad, 12B
Khalfan AlJallaf, 12A Walid Nasr, 12A

Mahmoud HamzehPoor, 12B Ye Zhang, 12B

Maja AlZoebi, 12B Yousef Bahman, 12B

Melhem Boueiri, 12A Youssef Hassoun, 12A

Mohamad Darraj, 12A Zeena ElZein, 12A




AMSI Awards & Honors

“The Difference between Ordinary and Extraordinary is that
little EXTRA....”

Indeed it is...

Every year, we honor a select group of students who have gone
that extra mile to be extra-ordinary.

There are two faces to this process, academic and non-academic...

Valedictorian: is the student who achieves Highest Distinction
and the highest grade point average among the seniors.

Salutatorian: is the student who achieves Highest Distinction
and the second highest grade point average among the seniors.

ﬂmﬂl‘ 075 & %0710"5 - ﬂ] Wﬂﬂ?ﬂ/@@é SE/ZOOZ

The Green Stole: is worn by seniors who graduate with Highest Distinction.
The Yellow Stole: is worn by seniors who graduate with Distinction.

The Gray Stole: is worn by seniors who graduate with High Achievement.
The Golden Rope: is worn by seniors who graduate with Achievement.

The Silver Rope: is worn by seniors who graduate with Merit.

In addition to the aforementioned academic honors, Al Mawakeb prides itself on having with-
in its student body a large contingency of students who distinguish themselves in non-aca-
demic fields.

We honor them tonight with three awards:

Recognition Award: presented to students for altruistic contribution to the school and its
community through leadership and participation.

Outstanding Athlete Award: presented to students in recognition of outstanding athletic

achievement.

Award for Excellence in Fine Arts: presented to students in recognition of outstanding
potential in the field of Fine Arts.

Congratulations Al Mawakeb Class of 2012 and Awards recipients for all your accom-
plishments and achievements. This is but the beginning of a long journey...and as a new
class of Al Mawakeb School alumni, you travel it carrying us with you as we hold you
close in our memories...

“We Salute You..
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The Gray Stole: is worn by seniors who graduate with Academic Excellence and

Highest Distinction.
The Golden Stole: is worn by seniors who graduate with High Distinction and Distinction.
The Blue Stole: is worn by seniors who graduate with Highest Achievement and

Outstanding Achievement.
The White Stole: is worn by seniors who graduate with High Achievement and Achievement.

The Yellow Stole: is worn by seniors who graduate with Merit.

Within the ISAS class of 2012, a number of students are worth a special mention. They com-
prise an outstanding group of students who have excelled in various non-academic areas. We
honor them tonight with 4 awards:

Recognition Award: presented to students who contributed to the school community and
demonstrated outstanding leadership qualities.

Outstanding Athlete Award: presented to students for outstanding athletic motivation, per-
formance and sportsmanship.

Excellence in Fine Arts: presented to students for outstanding achievement in fine arts.

Aspiring Musician Award: presented to students for excellence in music and promise of future
artistic development.

Congratulations ISAS Class of 2012 and Awards recipients for all your diligence and
achievements. You are the third class graduating from ISAS, we are proud of who you’ve
become and we look forward to your continued growth and success. It is your turn to soar,
so reach high and fly proud...

“Uenture forth and conquer...
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This honor is bestowed upon seniors in AMSI schools. This
award celebrates our students’ strife for excellence, their dedica-
tion to their school, their drive for accomplishment, their com-
mitment to the community, and their distinguished sense of
leadership. They have positively impacted our school and soon

they will do the same in our world.

We stand proud knowing they left a significant mark on all those
who knew them so that others may follow in their path. We look
forward to watching them become outstanding forces of change

in our future.

We wish them all the best...

The AMSI Leadership Award is presented to a senior who:
1. Exhibits outstanding potential as a young leader
2. Is a significant contributing force in the life of his/her school
3. Exemplifies the qualities of character and leadership
4. Shows exceptional initiative and dedication to his/her school community
5. Is valued and respected by those with whom he/she works
6. Gives considerably of his/her time, skills and talent to his/her school

7. Demonstrates commitment, responsibility and enthusiasm in his/her involvement

This senior embodies the essence and spirit of his/her school’s mission and fulfills
the AMSI expectation in a potential future leader.
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so many skilled orators...

On Wednesday, April 4, 2012, they gathered at 2:30pm each of them
vying for the chance of a lifetime, the chance to express their feel-
ings for the world to hear, the chance to be speaker for the Class of
2012. Mote than 70 came, brave souls who will always remember
this moment... The pressure builds and on the day of the try-outs,
some drop out but the race continues... The judging committee had
a difficult task ahead of them.... The competition was grand, so many
impressive candidates, so many skilled orators...but alas, the choice
must fall on only 4.... The scores were so close and 10 finalists were
selected... These 10 would have to go through another rigorous ora-
tory test before a final choice is made...

On Tuesday, April 17, 2012, they rushed to the meeting point, their
murmurs engulfed us as they began to practice... all nervous, all anx-
ious and all wonderful... The finalists were:

Abdallah Shirawi

Ahmad Bin Thaneya

Amira Youssfi

Cynthia Choueiry

Fatma Galadari

Heba Abu Ghazaleh

Heba Hijazi

Jason Hanna

Nadine Nasser

Nadine Ahmad Zaki

On the Sunday that followed, the announcement was made.
We are proud of all of them and of every senior who tried out.

Good luck tonight!



so many skilled orators...

I couldn’t believe it when I was recently told that I had made the final cut. So then
there were nine. Just a few weeks ago, I was standing in a classroom with several
anxious seniors waiting for their turn to audition. Gradually, candidates were being
eliminated. I had thought that I would be among the first ones to go but I received
my call back. The school believed in me when I didn’t. So here I am today at the
final hurdle. This is the ultimate step to my dream: to speak on behalf of the Class
of 2012. What an honor it would be. I can already imagine the magnificent
moment. The excitement gushing through my veins. My smile stretching from ear
to ear. It would be the happiest day of my life. I know that I'm not there yet, but
to make it this far, I feel that I've already won.
Abdallal Shirawi, 12E, Al Mawakeb School - Al Barsha Campus

A shaking microphone, an awkward stance, and a hesitant voice... My first audi-
tion for speaker of the class of 2012 couldn’t have gone any worse.
I stormed out of the audition room on the verge of a nervous breakdown, for I
realized that a dream I held for countless years had finally come to an end or so
I thought! I gave up all hope for a call-back, so you obviously can’t begin to
imagine the state of mind I was in when I was told that I had made it to the next
round. I was drowned with mixed feelings of elation and disbelief, but I was jolt-
ed by anxiety when I realized I would have to relive the torment of auditioning
all over again. Despite that, I understood that I’d been granted one final oppor-
tunity to make my dream come true, so I vowed to do my very best to try to
make that dream a reality. Expecting the worst, but hoping for the best, I went
back to the audition knowing that it was now or never.
I began reciting as if my life depended on it. Five huge smiles from five excited judges were the outcome of my
speech, and the praise I received made me believe that I truly made the best of my second chance. And truth be
told, two days later I’'m amongst the final nine. At this point, whether I am chosen or not doesn’t really matter,
for it only shadows what truly is important, and that is the experience of auditioning itself. To simply put it, I had
the experience of a life-time, and I can honestly look back at it and say: “I tried, I fought, and T still made it
whether ’'m speaker or not”.
Abmad Bin Thaneya, 12E, Al Mawakeb School - Al Barsha Campus

I believe that behind every speech there is power. A speech is a way to unleash the
energy within you that wants to be heard. It is an art to be able to deliver a speech
and it can only be meaningful when said from the depth of one’s heart.
Throughout this year, we have faced numerous challenges which all required focus
and diligence. Only a few weeks back, we got to audition for graduation speaker,
which to me was not only a challenge but also a dream and a reward. To have the
chance to represent my classmates and speak on their behalf is what drove me to
this stage in the competition. I remember perfectly last year’s graduation. It was
back then that I realized that I wanted to be up there speaking, and I honestly
could not wait any longer for this moment to realize my dream. I am happy to
know that we, the finalists, have the potential to conquer such a challenge, and I'm
grateful that this competition allowed us all to recognize our capabilities. This
experience will remain forever memorable and inspiring.
Amira Youssfi, 12B, The International School of Arts & Sciences - ISAS



so many skilled orators...

When I was chosen as one of the 10 finalists T

felt accomplished and things were suddenly

serious. The thought of speaking in front of

three thousand parents and guests on behalf of

all the graduates was overwhelming. Images of

my brother delivering his speech at last year’s

graduation started to flash back and now I can

relate more to what he felt. To my misfortune

I had to be away from Dubai during the final

tryouts and missed my chance to make it. At

first I felt disappointed and sad but then I real-

ized that I was lucky and blessed to have gotten this far considering how great
the competition was among my fellow mates from both Al Mawakeb and ISAS,
that in itself was a huge accomplishment for me.

Cynthia Choueiry ,12A, The International School of Arts & Sciences - 1SAS

"Gitls, you made it!" Those were Ms. Susan’s
words to us, the Class of 2012. We were repre-
senting the class that was at Al Mawakeb, Al
Barsha from day 1 till today, the day we venture
onto another journey. Today, the honor was
bestowed upon me to be one of the top 9 final-
ists. Standing there on the stage in front of our
esteemed directors, reading words that truly
come from my heart made me realize how this
dream that I once had has finally become a real-
ity. As I walked down the hall towards the stage, I felt assured that that is my
place. I was chosen amongst tens of other competitive speakers to represent the
class that welcomed me as a classmate, a friend, and most importantly a sister,
always there in times of need.

Fatma Galadari , 12C, Al Mawakeb School - Al Barsha Campus

Making it to the final stage of graduation
speech auditions is more than just an
acknowledgment... it is an achievement.

It genuinely feels exceptional to be one of the
nine finalists. Nevertheless, it is human nature
to feel the challenge. It was a challenge, not a
competition, for I was really consoled by
everyone’s modesty.

We all shared the same goal yet we stood by

and encouraged one another.

Heba Abn Ghazaleh, 12F, Al Mawakeb School - Al Barsha Campus



so many skilled orators...

Writing inspirational expressions, conveying deep feelings, practicing elocution
and pronunciation ... it was all worth it. The experience itself of standing in the
presence of AMSD’s elite panel of judges was splendid. Let’s ignore the part
where I almost fainted and my heart was practically hammering out of my chest.
Other than that, getting chosen to audition for the graduation speech was a
privilege on its own. I seriously couldn’t have done it without the support of so
many loved ones... my friends, Al Mawakeb, and most importantly, my FAMILY!

Heba Hijazi, 12A, Al Mawafkeb School - Al Garhoud Campus

I had always fantasized about reading the speech at my graduation, but this time,
it was different. For the first time I felt this was it. Either I make it or I don’t. In
the first try-out I walked in with all the courage I could muster, said the lines that
were assigned for me to read, and walked out hoping for the best. But when 1
received the news that I was qualified to the second round, my hope and deter-
mination grew. I came back with even more self-confidence, not to mention Ms.
Alissar’s encouraging words which pumped us up before going on stage. On the
last try-outs though, I encountered an obstacle that in a way motivated me. On
the same day and at the same time as the try-outs, I had Dabké rehearsals for the

Rahbani play. Determined to get up on stage and give the jury what they expect-
ed, I left my rehearsal and set out to the hall where I got up on stage and did what
had to be done. What this experience has done is not only boost my courage, self-confidence, and oratory skills,
but it has gone beyond that by teaching me that when you want something, you set it as a target, and you invest
all your efforts in making it happen.

Jason Hanna, 12B, Al Mawakeb School - Al Garboud Campus

Senior year was certainly filled with its exceptional and memorable moments,
but I never quite thought I’d consider the graduation speech audition as one of
those moments, let alone that it would have such a positive impact on me. The
experience had its surprising elements, starting with being chosen to audition
for a second, then a third time. My lost and meandering self-esteem was
definitely boosted as a result. I now have a greater belief in my potential and am
less dubious about my abilities. I am profoundly grateful for the opportunity.
Nadine Nasser, 124, Al Mawakeb School - Al Garbond Canapus

The whole experience of being able to audition for the speech has been wonder-
ful. There were many eloquent and talented speakers who, like me, embarked on
this challenge to make their dream a reality. However, the greatest news was being
chosen among the finalists. It was an honor to know that I had been selected
among such wonderful contestants. It’s one of the most thrilling experiences a
student can undertake, and being chosen to be part of such an elite group is an
achievement that makes me feel nothing but very proud.

Nadine Abmad Zaki, 12A, Al Mawakeb School - Al Barsha Campus
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Class of 2012
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